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EFFECT OF CLOTH AND DISPOSABLE DIAPERS ON SKIN HEALTH DURING
INFANCY STAGE
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SUMMARY

This study aimed at identifying mothers’ awareness level and practices towards children diapers and studying
the effect of clothes and disposable diapers of the child's skin, in order to reach the best types used with
minimum negative effect.

Swdy data was collected through personal interviews with 200 mothers of children at infancy stage from the
West District in Alexandria. Statistical methods included; percentages, Quay Square and correlation coefficient.

Results indicated that:

1- 86% of mothers used disposable diapers for their children.

2- The degree of mothers’ care of clothes diapers was moderate (92.9% of mothers).

3- About 85.7% of children using clothes diapers got different types of dermatitis, due to mothers’ moderate
degree of care.

4- About 87.8% using disposable diapers got dermatitis due to mothers’ moderate degree of practices with
such type of diapers.

5- There was a correlation between the independent research variables represented in; mothers’ educationat
status and age, number of family members. number of children (1 week-2 years of age). mothers’ work
and income, and the dependant variables, represented in mothers’ practices towards clothes diapers from
washing, drying and ironing and the disposable diapers.

6- There was a significant correlation between mothers’ work and income and their general level of care of
disposable diapers, at the probability level 0.05.

7- There was a significant correlation between independent variables represented in mothers’ educational
status and work and types of diapers used for children, at the probability level 0.01.

8- Doctors pointed that there was a relationship between using diapers and children’s’ infection with
dermatitis, particularly the disposable type.

Direct tests were undertaken on a group of children (4-5 months of age), divided into two groups of 30
children each. Clothes as will as disposable diapers were distributed to cover on experimental period of 14 days.
Doctor followed-up cases to report child’s skin condition and give scores for the health status of the child’s skin.
Resulis showed the following:

1- Longer wearing period leads to significant correlation between type of diapers used and the level of

dermatitis.

2- There was a significant correlation between the two types of diapers and the level of dermatitis in children.
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